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contracts as contracts of record and implied simple contracts to its 
origin in the law of remedies, while with extraordinary perspicuity 
he shows their essential difference. His treatment of the several 
topics constituting this branch of the law, e. g. , recovery of money 
paid under duress, mistake, or compulsion of law, waiver of tort, 
liability of infants and non compotes mentis for purchased necessaries, 
etc., etc., is eminently satisfactory. Without approaching dif- 
fuseness, the author is exhaustive. We may commend the book 
as a masterpiece of legal style and learning. 

General Digest of the United States, Annual, Vol. VIII., 1893. 
The Lawyers Co-operative Publishing Co. , Rochester, N. Y. 

This digest contains as usual the decisions of the principal 
courts in the United States, England and Canada. It is complete 
in every particular, containing not only the usual features of 
arrangement, indexing, cross-references, etc. , but others peculiar 
to this series, which add greatly to the usefulness of such a work. 
The bibliographic notes, containing a short notice of the leading 
new books and magazine articles, and the table of cases criticised 
are of obvious utility. The typography and binding are good and 
the work is not too bulky for convenient use. 

The Origin and Scope of the American Doctrine of Constitutional 
Law. By James Bradley Thayer. Little, Brown & Co. , Boston, 
1893. 

This little pamphlet contains a very vigorous and clear dis- 
cussion of the jurisdiction of the courts over constitutional ques- 
tions. To all citizens who desire to elevate the standard of our 
legislatures this paper is valuable for its suggestiveness. 



